                                 Arkansas B.A.S.S Nation
                                                     Board of Directors Meeting
                                                August 22, 2021


To: Nation Board of Directors



I. Call to Order: Ron Plate called the meeting to order at 10:02 am, Ron Plate led us with the pledge of allegiance and then in prayer.

II. Roll Call: Ron Plate conducted roll call, with 23 clubs in attendance, constituting a quorum.

III. Introduction of Officers Present: Roy Brunson- Treasure, Chuck Rexford- Secretary, Ray Webb- Tournament Director, Mike Estes- Administration, Luci Johnson- Youth Director, Robbie McDonald- Conservation, and Ron Plate- President.

IV. Minutes: Chuck Rexford, furnished printed copies of May minutes and the agenda for the August meeting, motion by Tom Phillips and a second to accept minutes from May meeting as posted. Motion carried. 

V. Guest: None


VI. Treasures Report: Roy Brunson, furnished printed copies of the 2021 Budget Statements. 
    There was little change from the last meeting at Dardanelle to today meeting, a couple checks issued, one to Ron for Regional Tournament for $9,576.23 and one to Luci for the youth side for $5,489.00 with both coming in under budget a job well done. 
    The assessment fees we were $510.00 short of $9,750.00 budgeted, we have far exceeded that with 404 members paid and compared with National due at 412 members paid this is one of the highest years I can remember, great job guys!!!
    The State Tournament entry fees set @17,000 and according to Ray we are right at $25,000 for this year. 
    National Tournament Expenses will be coming up the first $500.00 to Chris and Russell will be issued at the State Tournament.
    Boat Raffle will be next year and due to Covid and all the delays and shortages we may look at getting in line early for the outfitting the raffle boat with the Motor, trolling motor, electronics, and batteries possibly at the end of this year. 
The ending Balance is $52,508.78

 Jim Alexander made a motion to approve the financial report, the motion received a second by Tom Phillips, the motion carried.
 
VII. Conservation: Robbie McDonald,
No Report given.
VIII. Youth Director Report: Luci Johnson,
   This year at the Mossy Oak High School Nationals the State of Arkansas was represented by 16 Teams. The youth side is growing through out the state with the help of a lot adults, parent, grandparents, boat captains and supporters for youth fishing.
   This year we are going to have 6 trails with in the state for the youth with the newest being the southern trail. We are looking at possibly starting a delta trail to cover the Mississippi River area. 
   The Bass Nation Youth State Championship will be on April 30th and May 1st on Greers Ferry Lake. 
   We’re kicking off the new season this September with the Northern trail on Table Rock Lake and the central, Southern, and Ark-La-Tex on Millwood Lake.
   The total High School/ Junior membership is 276 members and the college membership is 66 members.
    Luci related at the executive board is very willing to help with the youth events as to brining the Bass Nation trailer to your event, helping with weigh-ins or what ever we could help with please let us know. We drug the trailer to Fort Smith Park where Alma Bass Club, Arkansas Valley Bass Club joined together for a youth event along with Fort Smith Bass Club and Cavanaugh Baptist Bass Club held a great tournament with 28 boats, 120 Hot Dogs cooked and a lot of fish weighed in. There format was a little different than just a bass tournament. Just something to think about when putting something together for kids to enjoy, the adult paid $10.00 to a separate pot to be able to catch one fish with that fish not counting towards the youth bag. The youth bag consisted of 3 fish limit and a rough fish category. It was very cool to watch the faces of these young anglers at the weigh-in, these guys hit a grand slam with this event. 
   Then The next weekend we Helped Johnson county Bass Club with their youth event, where they had a 10 boat field and went out of Spadra Park, it was also a great success just watching these young anglers. They were all winners!!!!!!!
 
	
IX. Administration and Public Relations: Mike Estes,
Mike asked for the report from the nominating committee, Jim Alexander related that Terry Webb, of Union County Bass Club has an interest in running for the Secretary’s position and Chris Johnson, of the Arkansas Young Adult Anglers has an interest in running for the conservation position. There has been no mention regarding the Presidents or the Assist. Vice President of Administration positions as of yet. 

Elections for the following offices will be at the December meeting, President (currently held by Ron Plate), Assist. Vice President of Administration (currently held by Mike Estes), Secretary (currently held by Chuck Rexford), and Conservation (currently held by Robbie McDonald).  
X. Tournament Director: Ray Webb,
The team rosters are being verified as we speak and Roy is verifying the Arkansas State Dues roster as well. There is 132 boats at this time with a couple of clubs still to work on their roster which should bring our boat count up. 
  Dardanelle Bass Club, Mill Creek Bass Club, and Johnson County Bass Club are the 2021 Host Clubs. They have secured sponsorship monies from Tyson, Wholesale Electric, A&P Of Russellville along with Tom Phillips furnishing the Board the use of his A-Frame lake house. They have secured a little over $5,000.00 for the State Championship Tournament.
    All teams will have to be off the water at 3:00 & 6:00 pm on Thursday 28th with the team Captains or a Designated representative for the team to meeting with the Tournament Director at the weigh-in facility to pick up your team packets. 
  The Directive is posted on our Webb page for the tournament, and we also follow 2021 B.A.S.S. Open rules that may be found on B.A.S.S. Nation Web site. 
No Alabama Riggs allowed, The Russellville Marina is off limits and No fishing with in 50 feet of the Dardanelle Marina. 
Nets are allowed to land fish.
Boater limit is 5 fish, non-boater limit is 3 fish. 
For further questions you may contact Ray Webb @ 479-650-2032.

This is the 50th Anniversary for the Arkansas Bass Nation State Championship Tournament, 1971-2021. With Luci and Ray’s help a special Tee shirt and Cap have been designed to honor the event. You can go to our Facebook page to place an order. They are being offered in short sleeve and long sleeve shirts as well as the ball caps. They are being offered in either white/gray or white/blue. The order form is available on line and you can pick up your order at the Bass Nation Trailer at the Championship Tournament.

The 2022 Arkansas Bass Nation State Championship is open for proposals. 
 Lake Norfork Bass Club, United Bass Club, and NEA Bass Nation has presented a proposal to host the 2022 Tournament on Lake Norfork. On October 28-29, 2022 out of Henderson Marina & Park. Contact person, Pete Dubois 870-656-5721.

There is still time for additional proposals to be presented to the Tournament Director, Ray Webb if any other clubs are interested in hosting the tournament. All proposals must be turned in to the Tournament Director thirty days prior to the December Board Meeting. All proposals will be presented for a vote at the December Board Meeting.  

	
XI. Old Business: Ron Plate, None

XII. New Business: Ron Plate, None 
XIII. Open to the floor, no other business.



XIV. President Comments: Ron Plate, 
   Ron advised of a new sponsor for the nation, lets welcome Arkansas Custom Tackle, which is owned by Chris and Luci Johnson. They will be furnishing a couple tackle packs for the club drawings at each meeting. 
   Ron asked Chris Johnson to talk about the Regional Tournament, Chris related this was his third regional over the years and he felt honored to represent Arkansas Bass Nation. He bragged on how well the B.A.S.S. treated all the Nations anglers, it was just like what you see on television, they treat you like your special. They share their time and knowledge with the anglers on an individual basis and go out of their way to serve you. Even with the weather(snow) and the way the lake fished they done a great job with all they had to work with. I was very pleased with the way the State supported all of us, I had a super time.

Ron related, Chris Johnson will be representing Arkansas on the Boater side and Russel Vines representing Arkansas on the non-boater side at the Nationals the 1st of November at Monroe, La. On the Ouachita River.
 


XV. Ron Plate, ask for motion to adjourn, motion made and carried. Closing roll call completed.
The next Board of Directors Meeting is December 5, 2021, at Howard Johnson in Conway, Arkansas at 10:00 am…
